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This Is It

Welcome to the first edi-
tion of our newsletter. We
are really excited to keep
you all up -to-date with
what has happened and
what is going to happen.
And we have a lot of news.
Last month seven of us
went over to Rambutso
and this was the largest
group of white people
seen be the locals in a
lifetime. We were wel-
comed with drums and
dance, as you can read in
the article below.

We had 2 video cameras
with us on the trip and

have around 20 hours of
film and more than 2000
pictures.

Donadt
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dondt have to
hours as we are putting a
1,5 hour docu-
mentary together
which we would
love to show you.
Live footage with
sound is 100
times more real
than words and
still pictures.

You might be
wondering where
the name of this
newsletter comes
from but Stori
Bilong Rambutso is pidgin
English for Rambutso
News.

the bus

Anyway, | hope you enjoy
our newsletter and if you

Telling Stories Tour 2008

When was the last time
you didnot
for a week? Or a proper
shower? Or the conven-
ience of a shop if you
need something? Or ac-
cess to tap water?

That was just after Easter -
and dondt
proper shower before we
went back to work!!

Lynne, Clare, Claudette,
Brad, Drew, Luc, and Ruud
travelled to one of the
most remote islands in the
most remote province of

worr)

Papua New Guinea d Ram-

h a v ¢butso Island and it was a

very interesting and excit-
ing trip.

PNG is probably not the
first country to come to
mind when planning your
next holiday, is it? But |
think the negative press
and image that Western-
ers have of PNG is gener-
ally overdone. Yes, |
agree the capital, Port
Moresby is a place where
you dondt want
too much time but once

\ have any comments, sug-

gestions, or articles,

please email us at
info@FriendsOfRambutso.
org

Tenkyu tru and see you at
one of our next events!

you are on your domestic
flight to the outer parts of
PNG, you will find a fantas-
tic, unspoilt, and safe
country.

For me, going to PNG was
an obvious choice. Firstly
because 1 8dm a
this place. PNG is located

in the coral triangle, which

is recognised for tropical
marine diversity with the
highest diversity of tropi-

to spend
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cal fish and coral in the world. Sec-
ondly, and more importantly, we
were going to
The main objective of this trip was to
kick off our first projects and do as
much research as possible for future
projects. And we were pretty lucky
as we had an emergency doctor,
geologist, marine scientist, and dive
instructor in our team, pretty useful
skills for a trip like this.

Our arrival had been big news on the
island weeks before we actually
rocked up (this was the largest group
of white people in living memory),
and when we arrived
we were treated to a
traditional welcome
ceremony with dancers
(some male dancers
had interesting ap-
pendages), singers,
drums, and flower gar-
lands. It was touching to
see how happy and
excited the people

t hey

wer e. ONobo
ever come to our island
to help usbo,

phrase we heard a

number of times during our week on
the island. They even built a commu-
nity hall for Friends Of Rambutso!

So what did we do?

As the villagers are reliant on beche -
de-mer (sea cucumber) and as over-

vVisit

0 the local population of 4,500
puts an estimated 50,000+ (!!)

batteries into environment each
year, damaging reefs and fish stock

rely on
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fishing occurs, divers are going
deeper and dying as a result (this is
exactly what
brother Fred last year), so we did a
freedive course and introduced safe
diving practices. The classroom was
a white beach and pristine sea, and
the students were {
very keen to learn.
They actually
asked us to come
back and teach
them more!

As the villages
dondt havekuluoh village
ity, the local popu-

lation of 4,500 puts an estimated
50,000+ (1)
batteries into
environment
each year,
damaging
reefs and fish
stock they rely

we introduced

solar power

and recharge-

able batteries.

We also intro-
duced battery collection boxes and
within 36 hours we had more than
350 batteries collected!!

Have you heard of the Cargo Cult?
We went to the village where it all
began, and in this village as well as

happen

f o ron fdr food, &b .

Tour

other villages we attended meetings
where we asked the people how we
could work together to improve their
quality of life in a sustainable and
environmentally sound manner.

We were very encouraged by what
we heard and saw, and the
willingness of the villagers to
y partner with us to achieve
self-sufficiency.

| We are developing a solid
/ list of projects and look for-
fil | ward to telling you more

Welcome by local warriors &bout these activities in com-

ing months. And planning for

the Telling Stories Tour 2009
is underway now, so let us know if
you would like to join!

PS: Next time we will think twice be-
fore we make
heard you have crocodiles on the

i sl and; can you t u
.asé)efore you know it, an eager

hunter has shot a crocodile and pre-

sented it to you!

Check out

http://friendsoframbutso.com/Co
mmunity_Projects.html for Bradds

first hand account of the trip and our
Facebook group Friends Of Ram-
butso for more pictures

Order Your 2008/2009 Entertainment Book With Us

Purchase your brand new 2008/2009

Entertainment Book now to receive

over $15,000 in valuable offers, valid

through 1 June, 2009.

At the same time you will be helping
our fundraising, as Entertainment
Books donates 20% of the purchase
price to the selling organisation, in
this case Friends Of Rambutso.

You can order your copy by emailing

ORDER YOUR
| BRAND NEW
- pmem— | 2008/2009
A \ ENTERTAINMENT
\Boonc HERE!

—_

us at Entertainment-
Book@FriendsOfRambutso.org or

goto
www.entertainmentbook.com.au/
fundraisers/FriendsOfRambutso
to order your copy online .

And the good news
have to wait till 1 June to use it, you
can start using it straight away!
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Yates Avenue Public School Goes Green

On Thursday, 13th B ing the assembly and much to all students and teachers at

March, all K-6 students Il showing pictures from Yates Avenue Public School.

at Yates Avenue Public M our trip last year. The If you know a school that might be
School were invited to students were very interested in organising a gold coin
wear green and bring interested and came day to support Friends Of Rambutso,
a gold coin donation up with heaps of ques- please email Lynne at

for charity. tions. lynne.shori@FriendsOfRambutso.org

And o yes, green they All green at Yates Avenue Publig
School Green Day

were, we even spotted Green

green hair. One of the Day fund-

teachers and founding member of raiser was a resounding

FOR, Miss Fogarty, had also made success. The efforts of

green jelly, cordial, and lollies, and all the students resulting

they were a big hit, the queue was in a cheque of $393.75

s0000 long. for Friends Of Ram-

The day began with Lynne address- butso. Thank you very Students queuing for green treats

Where To Find Us

These days an email address and (info@FriendsOfRambutso.org ), have plenty of footage from our last

internet page is about the bare mini- but you can also find us on Facebook trip, so we should be able to get

mum you have to have, otherwise some videos on there soon. We

you are old fashioned. | remember also have a section on the GoFund-

the day | sent my first ever email, | raise website ( http://

was at uni, and they had this new www.gofundraise.com.au/

way of communicating, | even got CharityDetail.aspx?cid=33 ). So if

a response! you are running the City to Surf or

So where to find us? Harbour Bridge Rur?, cre.ate_an
event on GoFundraise, link it to

Off course we have a website Friends Of Rambutso and send to

(www.FriendsOfRambutso.org ) (group Friends Of Rambutso). We all your mates and family.

and email address are not yet on You Tube , but we

FOR Coordinator David Putulan

David Putulan is a young sci-
entist from Panuselu village
on Rambutso island. After
studying in Brisbane and
working in Port Moresby, he
went back to his village 4
years ago to help his people. But he
struggled to get his message and
ideas across. When we spoke to

David in April, we realized his tures, project management experi-

goals and ours were closely ence with PNGG&6s prestic¢
aligned. We were delighted organization and speaks the 3 lan-

when David agreed to join us guages spoken on Rambut
as the FOR Coordinator and responsible for o0Commur
man on the ground. nesso6 workshops and wil
our projects on a daily basis.

David Putulan
David is a great asset for Friends Of
Rambutso as he has knowledge of
both the Australian and local cul-



